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Agenda	and	Goals
Introductions

Giving	Feedback
• Goal	1:	Review	key	research	findings	about	relation	between	writing	

practice,	feedback,	and	learning	
• Goal	2:	Gain	strategies	and	resources	for	effectively	and	efficiently	

commenting	on	student	writing

Assigning	Grades
• Goal	3:	Examine	and	practice	the	use	of	grading	rubrics	in	specific	teaching	

contexts

Session	Evaluations



What	is	the	best	feedback	you’ve	ever	received	on	your	writing?		

What	made	it	good?

Reflect	and	Discuss



Practice,	Feedback,	Learning

According	to	research	in	the	science	of	learning,	students	most	
effectively	master	complex	skills	when	they:

•understand	the	component	skills	involved
•have	frequent	opportunities	to	practice	component	skills
•have	specific	goals	in	mind	during	practice
•receive	targeted,	well-timed	feedback

See	Ambrose	et	al,	How	Learning	Works,	esp.	Chapter	5:	What	Kinds	of	Practice	
and	Feedback	Enhance	Learning?	
http://crlt.umich.edu/sites/default/files/EvalutatingStudentWriting-
Ch.5fromHowLearningWorks.pdf



Some	Implications
If	you	want	your	students	to	learn	from	their	writing	and	your	responses	to	it,	
you	should	strive	to:

•Be	clear	about	the	component	skills	successful	writing	in	your	course	entails	
(e.g.,	paragraph	development,	data	analysis,	persuasive	argumentation,	
integration	of	secondary	research)

•Provide	students	opportunities	to	practice component	skills	(in	short	writing	
assignments,	during	discussion	section,	in	office	hours,	on	their	own)

•Be	clear	about	the	primary	learning	goals	of	any	given	writing	assignment	

•Focus	your	feedback on	a	limited	number	of	specific	goals



Think,	Pair,	Share

• Think:	Brainstorm	2-3	additional	component	
skills you	imagine	will	be	part	of	successful	
writing	in	the	course	you’re	teaching.	

• Pair:	With	a	partner,	think	about	potential	
assignments	you’ll	be	grading	this	term.	

• Share:	What	skills	does	successful	writing	in	
your	field	entail?	



Giving	Feedback:		
Issues	to	Consider

• Using	formative	and	summative	assessment

• Balancing	responses	to	global	and	local	concerns

• Providing	guidance	rather	than	overwhelming	

• Deciding	how	and	when	to	provide	end/lead	comments	
and	marginal/internal	comments



Giving	Feedback

In Sommers, N. (2003). Responding to Student Writing. In C. Glenn,  M.A. Goldthwaite & R. Connors 
(Eds.), The St. Martin’s Guide to Teaching Writing 5th Edition (p. 375). New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s.  





Giving	Feedback



Some	Options	for	
Providing	Feedback

• Hand-written	comments	
• A	word	processor’s	comment	and	track	changes	function	
• Canvas	SpeedGrader
• Screencasting/Audio	feedback
• Face-to-face	meetings

When	deciding	on	a	feedback	method,	consider:	
•Your	pedagogical	goals
•The	most	appropriate	method	for	responding	to	the	
assignment



Grading	Rubrics

• What	is	a	grading	rubric?
• Why	use	a	rubric?
• Look	at	the	sample	rubrics	provided.	What	
component	skills	do	they	require?	Which	of	
these	might	be	most	important	in	your	field?

https://lsa.umich.edu/content/dam/sweetland-assets/sweetland-
documents/teachingresources/GivingFeedbackonStudentWriting/GivingFeedbackonStudent
Writing.pdf



Grading	Practice:	Breakout	Groups
Please	choose	a	group	and	move	to	that	area	of	the	room

• Lab	Report (psychology)

• Research	Paper	(geology)

• Reaction	Paper (humanities)

• Evidence-based	Argument (political	science)

• Comparative	Analysis	(first-year	writing,	literature)



Breakout	Groups
In your	small	groups,	read	the	sample	paper	and	use	the	provided	rubric	to	
grade	it.	Then	discuss	the	following	four	questions	as	a	group:

1. What	grade	would	you	assign	this	paper?	Why?
2. What	feedback	would	you	provide	to	the	student	for	this	paper?	
3. Identify	any	important	drawbacks	in	using	the	provided	rubric	to	grade	

your	paper.	How	might	the	rubric	you	used	be	improved?
4. Is	there	a	different	type	of	rubric	in	the	packet	provided	that	might	be	a	

better	fit	for	this	assignment?



Breakout	Groups	(cont.)
Now,	consider	one	of	your	own	course	assignments.	Which	rubric	would	best	
fit	your	own	assignment(s),	and	how	might	you	tailor	it?	We	have	provided	a	
few	potential	templates	of	rubrics	that	you	might	want	to	use	for	your	own	
course.	Please	take	a	few	minutes	to	work	on	creating	your	own	rubric	for	one	
of	your	course	assignments.	You	can	also	use	the	space	below.

After	you’ve	drafted	a	rubric,	take	a	few	minutes	as	a	group	to	discuss	what	
kind	of	rubric	you	chose,	what	you	included,	and	why.



Qs	&	Evaluations

Thank	you	for	your	feedback	
on	the	evaluation	form.

Please	feel	free	to	approach	us	
individually	with	questions!		


