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Agenda	
  and	
  Goals	
  
Introduc)ons	
  
	
  
Giving	
  Feedback	
  

•  Goal	
  1:	
  Review	
  key	
  principles/research	
  findings	
  about	
  rela>on	
  between	
  
wri>ng	
  prac>ce,	
  feedback,	
  and	
  learning	
  	
  

•  Goal	
  2:	
  Gain	
  strategies	
  and	
  resources	
  for	
  effec>vely	
  and	
  efficiently	
  
commen>ng	
  on	
  student	
  wri>ng	
  
	
  

Assigning	
  Grades	
  
•  Goal	
  3:	
  Examine	
  and	
  prac>ce	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  grading	
  criteria	
  in	
  specific	
  

teaching	
  contexts	
  
	
  

Session	
  Evalua)ons	
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Reflect	
  and	
  Discuss	
  

What	
  is	
  the	
  best	
  feedback	
  you’ve	
  ever	
  received	
  on	
  your	
  wri>ng?	
  	
  	
  
	
  

What	
  made	
  it	
  good?	
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Prac)ce,	
  Feedback,	
  Learning	
  
	
   	
  According	
  to	
  research	
  in	
  the	
  science	
  of	
  learning,	
  students	
  

most	
  effec>vely	
  master	
  complex	
  skills	
  when	
  they:	
  
	
  
•  understand	
  the	
  component	
  skills	
  involved	
  
•  have	
  frequent	
  opportuni)es	
  to	
  prac)ce	
  component	
  skills	
  
•  have	
  specific	
  goals	
  in	
  mind	
  during	
  prac>ce	
  
•  receive	
  targeted,	
  well-­‐>med	
  feedback	
  

	
  

Helpful	
  resource	
  available:	
  	
  excerpt	
  from	
  Ambrose	
  et	
  al,	
  How	
  Learning	
  Works	
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Some	
  Implica>ons	
  

Given	
  what	
  we	
  know	
  about	
  how	
  learning	
  works,	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  your	
  students’	
  
wri>ng	
  to	
  improve,	
  you	
  should	
  strive	
  to:	
  
	
  
• Be	
  clear	
  about	
  the	
  component	
  skills	
  successful	
  wri>ng	
  in	
  your	
  course	
  entails	
  
(e.g.,	
  paragraph	
  development,	
  data	
  analysis,	
  persuasive	
  argumenta>on,	
  or	
  
integra>on	
  of	
  secondary	
  research)	
  

• Provide	
  students	
  opportuni>es	
  to	
  prac)ce	
  component	
  skills	
  (in	
  short	
  wri>ng	
  
assignments,	
  during	
  discussion	
  sec>on,	
  in	
  office	
  hours,	
  on	
  their	
  own)	
  

• Be	
  clear	
  about	
  the	
  primary	
  learning	
  goals	
  of	
  any	
  given	
  wri>ng	
  assignment	
  	
  

• Focus	
  your	
  feedback	
  on	
  a	
  limited	
  number	
  of	
  specific	
  goals	
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Giving	
  Feedback:	
  	
  	
  
Qs	
  to	
  Consider	
  (salmon	
  handout)	
  

•  Formative	
  vs.	
  summative	
  assessment	
  
	
  

•  Global	
  vs.	
  local	
  concerns	
  
	
  

•  Providing	
  guidance	
  vs.	
  overwhelming	
  

•  End	
  and	
  marginal/internal	
  comments	
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What’s	
  your	
  best	
  	
  
feedback	
  mechanism?	
  

•  hand-­‐wri[en	
  comments	
  	
  
•  “track	
  changes”	
  	
  
•  screencas>ng	
  	
  
•  face-­‐to-­‐face	
  mee>ngs	
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  Feedback	
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In Sommers, N. (2003). Responding to Student Writing. In C. Glenn,  M.A. Goldthwaite & R. Connors 
(Eds.), The St. Martin’s Guide to Teaching Writing 5th Edition (p. 375). New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s.   
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Grading	
  Rubrics	
  

•  What	
  is	
  a	
  grading	
  rubric?	
  	
  

•  Why	
  use	
  a	
  rubric?	
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Grading	
  Prac>ce:	
  Breakout	
  Groups	
  
•  Lab	
  Reports	
  (psychology):	
  	
  Amber	
  

	
  
•  Components	
  of	
  a	
  Research	
  Paper	
  (environmental	
  studies	
  

and	
  gene>cs):	
  Chris>ne	
  
	
  

•  Short	
  Analy)cal	
  Essays	
  (poli>cal	
  science	
  and	
  
anthropology):	
  Theresa	
  
	
  

Please	
  choose	
  a	
  group	
  and	
  	
  
move	
  to	
  that	
  area	
  of	
  the	
  room.	
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Breakout	
  Groups	
  
Take	
  about	
  15	
  minutes	
  to:	
  

1.  Familiarize	
  yourselves	
  with	
  the	
  rubric(s).	
  	
  
2.  Read	
  wri>ng	
  sample	
  and	
  assign	
  a	
  grade.	
  	
  
3.  Iden>fy	
  2-­‐3	
  issues/ques>ons	
  you	
  would	
  highlight	
  in	
  your	
  

comments	
  to	
  the	
  student.	
  
	
  

Then...	
  	
  compare	
  and	
  discuss	
  with	
  group	
  members:	
  
•  For	
  what	
  was	
  the	
  rubric	
  useful?	
  
•  Would	
  you	
  make	
  any	
  adjustments	
  to	
  it?	
  

	
  
If	
  =me,	
  repeat	
  with	
  a	
  second	
  example	
  of	
  student	
  wri=ng.	
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Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  feedback	
  
on	
  the	
  evaluation	
  form.	
  

Please	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  approach	
  us	
  
individually	
  with	
  questions!	
  	
  	
  


