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overview	  

•  briefest	  possible	  history	  of	  the	  relaKonships	  
between	  higher	  educaKon,	  government,	  
markets,	  civil	  society	  and	  private	  life	  in	  20th-‐
century	  modernity	  

•  descripKon	  of	  how	  digitally	  mediated	  
instrucKon	  disrupts	  these	  relaKonships	  

•  implicaKons	  of	  this	  disrupKon	  for	  educaKon	  
science,	  business,	  naKonal	  government,	  
ciKzenship,	  and	  the	  self	  

	  



What	  is	  a	  university?	  
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digitally	  mediated	  instruc:on	  =	  

instrucKon	  conveyed	  and	  
experienced	  through	  digital	  media	  –	  

not	  just	  supported	  by	  it.	  
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ImplicaKons	  (1)	  

•  for	  science:	  
– huge	  opportunity	  worldwide	  
– very	  large	  quesKons	  about	  data	  standards,	  
sharing,	  governance	  

– we	  can	  expect	  a	  full-‐scale	  reorganizaKon/
reconceptualizaKon	  of	  the	  human	  sciences	  



implicaKons	  (2)	  

•  for	  business:	  
– huge	  opportuniKes	  worldwide	  
– very	  large	  quesKons	  about	  regulaKon,	  consumer	  
protecKon,	  and	  the	  righaul	  relaKon	  between	  
educaKon	  business	  and	  educaKon	  as	  public	  good	  



implicaKons	  (3)	  

•  for	  government:	  
–  rapidity	  of	  data	  accreKon	  and	  science	  in	  private	  
sector	  makes	  it	  impossible	  for	  any	  government	  to	  
regulate/control	  on	  its	  own	  

– digitally	  mediated	  instrucKon	  is	  fundamentally	  
transnaKonal,	  requiring	  new	  scienKfic	  and	  
governance	  structures	  



implicaKons	  (4)	  

•  for	  ciKzenship	  and	  the	  self:	  
–  the	  self	  may	  no	  longer	  be	  a	  naKonal	  subject	  
– self	  as	  poraolio	  of	  capaciKes,	  experiences,	  
credenKals	  

– self	  as	  more	  fluid	  and	  changeable	  than	  ever	  
before	  

– may	  be	  harder	  to	  engender	  fealty	  to	  naKonal	  &	  
regional	  projects	  
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