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Dental School Curriculum Overview: 
Diagnostic Sciences 

• 4-5 courses throughout dental education 
• Oral/systemic related disease presentations 
• Forming differential diagnosis  
• Biopsy/Histology 
• Referral 
• Patient Management 
• Practical application in the clinics  



How did we get here?  

• Aim to integrate Oral Pathology material learned 
• To build a strong foundation in diagnostic sciences 
• Responsibility to be competent in the assessment 
and management of pathological conditions 
affecting the oral and maxillofacial region 

• Students want more opportunity for clinical 
application 

 



What is Case of the Month? 

• Novel method using technology to present 
a monthly comprehensive patient case 
•  Case provided through UMSOD biopsy service  
•  Opportunity to self diagnose 
•  Reference resource 
•  Study guide  

• Sense of Community 
• Audience 

•  Dental students, Residents, Faculty, Alumni  



C-tools 
•  Interface used for online modules 
• User friendly 
• School wide access 
•  Incorporate into courses 
•  Interactive component 
• Data tracking 
• Not open to the public dental community 



Monthly Case Example 



Identifier 



Pre- Case Question 



Clinical Presentation 



Radiographic Findings  



Histological Interpretation 



Make the Diagnosis 



Final Diagnosis Discussion 



Patient Management 



CE-Like Post Case Questions  



Seminars 

• Presentation of past 4 case reports 
•  Interactive audience 
• Reinforce material covered  
• Survey distribution 

•  Q’s for online learning module 
•  Q’s for seminar case presentations 
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Case Completion 
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Survey Q’s Related to Online Module 
1)  Increased	  my	  ability	  and	  confidence	  to	  evaluate	  

pa7ents	  
2)  Clarify	  key	  concepts	  in	  diagnos7c	  sciences	  including	  

pathology	  and	  radiology	  
3)  Integrate	  and	  apply	  material	  presented	  in	  

Diagnos7c	  Sciences	  courses	  
4)  Integrate	  and	  apply	  material	  presented	  in	  other	  

School	  of	  Den7stry	  courses	  	  
5)  The	  CE-‐like	  ques7ons	  helped	  reinforce	  concepts	  

presented	  in	  case	  reports	  
6)  This	  is	  an	  excellent	  resource	  	  



Survey Q’s Results 
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Future progress 
•  Increase monthly completion of cases 

•  Awareness 
•  Stress application 
•  Incentives 

•  Incorporation into courses 
• Data collection 

•  Time usage 
•  Repeat viewers 

• Public access 
•  New online interface  



 
THANK YOU! 


