
What's It Like to Work at a Liberal Arts College?  
January 24, 2014 

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Rackham Assembly Hall 

 
 
 

Agenda 
 
Overview of the program and resources available 

Dr. Laura Schram, Assistant Director, CRLT 
 
Panel presentation 

Moderated by Prof. Sara Blair, Associate Dean, Rackham Graduate School & 
Professor, Department of English Language and Literature 

 
Prof. Daniel Birchok, Visiting Assistant Professor of Religion, Oberlin College 
 
Prof. Vanessa McCaffrey, Associate Professor of Chemistry, Albion College 
 
Prof. Andrew Mozina, Professor of English, Kalamazoo College 
 
Prof. Annemarie Sammartino, Associate Professor of History, Oberlin College 

 
Q&A 
 
 

 
FOR ADDITIONAL RESOURCES ON FACULTY AND POSTDOC JOB 

SEARCHES, PLEASE SEE: 
 

http://www.crlt.umich.edu/programs/wil_lac 



http://www.crlt.umich.edu/programs/wil_lac 
 

Online Resources about Liberal Arts Colleges and Job Searches 
 
 
Association of American Colleges & Universities (AAC&U) 
http://www.aacu.org/ 
AAC&U is a national association committed to advancing liberal education. The Liberal 
Education and America’s Promise section (http://www.aacu.org/leap/vision.cfm) is 
especially helpful for its look at “essential learning outcomes” of a liberal arts education. 
 
Great Lakes Colleges Association (GLCA) 
http://www.glca.org/ 
GLCA is a consortium of colleges in Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Michigan. The 
webpage contains links to local liberal arts colleges’ webpages and resources on the 
liberal arts. 
 
Harward, D. (2007). Engaged learning and the core purposes of liberal education. 
Liberal Education, 93(1): 6-15. 
 
Lang, J.M. (2008, May 12). Facing the truth: So you want to apply to teaching-
oriented colleges but don't have any classroom experience? Chronicle of Higher 
Education 
Available: http://chronicle.com/article/Facing-the-Truth/45814/ 
 
Schurman, S. (1995). Small is…different. In A.L. DeNeef & C.D. Goodwin (Eds). 
The academic’s handbook (2nd ed) (pp. 17-28). Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 
 
Vick, J.M., & Furlong, J.S. (2007, Dec. 12). Applying for a postdoctoral fellowship. 
Chronicle of Higher Education. 
Available: http://chronicle.com/article/Applying-for-a-Postdoctoral/46620/ 
 
U-M Intercampus Mentorship Program 
http://www.crlt.umich.edu/imp/overview 
This program offers U-M grad students and postdocs funding to meet faculty at nearby 
colleges and universities, work together on teaching or research, and learn about students 
and campus life at places other than U-M. 
 
 



















 

     Interested in teaching at a liberal arts college?  As part of an exchange funded 
by the Mellon Foundation, applications are being accepted for four post-doctoral fellowships at  
Oberlin College or Kalamazoo College.

The opportunity features: 
•  One-year appointment to teach and conduct research at a major liberal arts college

•  Beginning salary of $46,500 per year

•  Half-time teaching load to free up time for research

•  Guidance and mentoring from an Oberlin College or Kalamazoo College faculty member

For questions about the program, please contact:
Associate Dean Sara Blair, sbblair@umich.edu
If you need technical assistance submitting materials, please contact:
Jessica Rapai, kruejess@umich.edu

Applications must be received by 

February 17, 2014

Students from all fields in the humanities and humanistic social sciences are encouraged to apply. Applicants must have earned a 

U-M Ph.D. at some time after June 1, 2012, or expect to do so no later than August 15, 2014. The positions are designed to support the 

fellows in developing both their teaching skills and their research programs. Students with a strong commitment to teaching and a 

genuine interest in pursuing an academic career are encouraged to apply. 

Postdocs at Oberlin
and Kalamazoo Colleges

To apply, please see:  
http://www.rackham.umich.edu/postdoctoral/university_of_michigans_postdoctoral_initiatives/exchange_program/

For more information, please attend: 
What’s It Like To Work at a Liberal Arts College? - January 24, 2014, 11:00-12:30 p.m. 
Rackham Assembly Hall - For details check http://www.crlt.umich.edu/programs/wil



The Rackham-CRLT Mentorship Program connects 
graduate students and postdoctoral scholars with faculty 
from nearby universities and liberal arts colleges such 
as Albion College, EMU, Kalamazoo College, Kettering 
University, Oakland University, and Oberlin College.

In 1-3 campus visits, you can

• develop valuable networks and experiences 
that will be useful for your faculty job search

• learn about what it’s like to teach at a place 
other than U-M

• get useful advice about your teaching, 
research and career plans

This program pays for expenses incurred during the 
mentorship, like lunch and travel.

“It was interesting to see how a small liberal arts college 
works. I enjoyed my interaction with my mentor and  
her students.”

“In every job interview I did this year, this program 
caught the attention of the search committee....On a 
more personal note, the program made me feel much 
more confident about going into my first year of full-
time teaching.”

To get started, please visit the 
Center for Research on Learning and Teaching’s website: 
http://www.crlt.umich.edu/imp/overview

Questions?  
Please contact Meg Bakewell 
mbakewel@umich.edu, 734-615-9281 

Co-sponsors:
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1. Preparation for the academic job search  
(Creation of a teaching philosophy and course syllabus)

2. Information about higher education  
(Institutional types, tenure, and field trips to local college campuses)

3. Discussion of effective and reflective teaching   
(Meetings with faculty, conversations about multicultural teaching and learning, 
and demonstrations of instructional technology)

The five-week Seminar will begin Tuesday, May 6, and end Thursday, June 5, 
meeting every Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  
Breakfast and lunch will be provided. 

For more information on the Seminar, please see 
http://www.crlt.umich.edu/programs/pffseminar
Email: PFFSeminarAPPS@umich.edu or call 615-9263 with any questions.

Application 
deadline is 
 Monday, 

February 24, 2014 
4:00  p.m.

The Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies and the Center for 
Research on Learning and Teaching (CRLT) seek applicants for the fifteenth 
annual Seminar on Preparing Future Faculty.  This seminar prepares advanced 
graduate students who have achieved candidacy for their first faculty jobs by 
providing information about:

Applicants should submit materials online: http://www.crlt.umich.edu/MayPFF-2014-app

1. Application form, which includes contact information, candidacy, teaching experiences,  
and teaching-related training.  

2. Cover letter (limited to 2 single-spaced pages) which answers the following questions: 
• At which type of academic institution would you like to be a faculty member  
 (e.g., research-oriented, teaching-oriented, or a mix) and why? 
• What are your core values regarding teaching?  Please provide examples from  
 your own teaching as a GSI and/or learning as a student. 
• How will the Seminar enhance your previous training and experience  
 as a college-level teacher? 
• What else do you hope to gain from the PFF Seminar?

3. Current CV

Rackham-CRLT May Seminar

Preparing Future Faculty

Center for Research on
Learning and Teaching
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