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Motivation for the Project

Higher education 
learning & 
teaching                   
needs change to 
prepare (climate) 
leaders 

How can students 
become 
empowered climate 
leaders                    
who can bring 
about change at 
U-M and beyond?

=>

Advance 
research/evidence
-based climate 
education across 
U-M
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What is the project?

"Advancing Climate 
Education (ACE)" 

Two semester interdisciplinary 
course series for undergraduate 

and graduate students from 
across campus with students as 

partners and instructors as 
facilitators

Design, enact, evaluate U-M wide 
events (ACE 1.0 & 2.0)

Develop recommendations, publish 
reports & articles

Participatory 
Action Research 
(PAR) & 
Co-Design

It’s education for change—by students, for students & the university
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Student Outcomes & Quotes
“In most classes, we learn about change. In this class, we created it.”

Increased Confidence & Self-Efficacy

“Before this class, I doubted whether I could contribute anything meaningful to climate 
solutions. But through our projects and the trust you placed in us, I realized I’m capable 
of leading change, even as a student.”

Enhanced Engagement & Motivation

“I’ve never been so engaged in a class. The way we connected climate science with 
real-world action made the material come alive. I found myself researching topics beyond 
the readings because I genuinely wanted to understand more.”
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Appreciation for Diversity & 
Inclusion

“Through this course, I 
realized how critical it is to 
bring in voices that are often 
left out of climate 
conversations. The emphasis 
on environmental justice and 
community knowledge 
completely shifted how I 
think about solutions.”

Student Outcomes & Quotes

Critical Thinking & Problem 
Solving

“You pushed us to question 
assumptions, examine systems, 
and not just take information at 
face value. Working on our 
community-based project taught 
me how to navigate complexity 
and think across disciplines.”

Collaboration & Communication 
Skills

“Our group work was different 
from what I’ve experienced in 
other classes. We weren’t just 
dividing tasks; we were 
co-creating ideas. I learned 
how to really listen, adapt my 
thinking, and communicate 
across different fields and 
experiences.”



Enriching Scholarship, May 2025



Enriching Scholarship, May 2025




