
What is “Perusall”?





PERUSALL helps master readings through allowing students to 
collaboratively annotate the reading. Research shows that by 
annotating thoughtfully, they will learn more and get better grades. 
“Annotating thoughtfully” means: 

—Deeply engaging points in the readings
—Stimulating responses by classmates

—Offering informative questions or comments

—Helping others by addressing their questions or confusions



The platform uses AI to grade comments based on:

1) complexity of sentence structure. 

2) dispersal of comments throughout the reading. 

3) interaction between comments.







Students must en
ter 

Perusall th
rough 

Canvas assignments 

to rec
eive a grade…



Annotations are averaged into a score as follows:

3 = exceptionally thoughtful and thorough reading of the 
                  entire assignment. 

2 =  thoughtful and thorough reading of the entire assignment. 

1 = superficial reading of the entire assignment/thoughtful 
                  reading of part of the assignment. 

0 =  superficial reading of only part of the assignment.



If students are unhappy with their grade, they 
can simply return to Perusall and make more 
comments (it usually takes an hour for the 
grades to refresh). This encourages them to 
start early!



Since Perusall grades on the distribution of 
comments, you might want to warn students to read 
a ways into the piece before they begin commenting. 
This might also clarify the piece’s meaning and help 
them avoid committing themselves to any initial 
mistaken impressions (a good practice in general!).



Does Perusall make a difference?





Students use the 
question function to 

ask for help on 
difficult passages 
from classmates;  

the “@“ and select a 
name to direct a 

comment directly to 
one of their 
classmates.







Do your best to work out problems 

together; if you are stumped, type 

“@g” and Prof. Hoffmann’s 

name should appear; select it, 

and Perusall will notify me of 

your question.





How hard is it to set up?





























This must be the same name 

as in Canvas assignments…







More than you might want, but the best 
thing about Perusall is….



Brian Lukoff <brian@perusall.com>



Used this way, Perusall essentially performs as an 
automatically graded reading accountability tool 
that enhances overall engagement through adding 
a social media aspect to the reading process.



Perusall can, however, be used other ways; for 
example as a team-building tool.



Your team has been paired 
with one of the class’s 

readings; your writing for 
the entire semester will 

revolve around this reading 
and its relation both to 

Westworld and to the ideas 
explored in other readings. 



You will find your team 
reading through the 

“Perusall” assignment. You 
should start it now. These 
readings can be difficult… 




